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e gave this gift with gentle hands,
A treasure rich and rare;
But sand and ek and ragged stone
Obsowred the gen so fui.

7 give this gift to you, " He sui]
7o polich and o prine;
The future los withix your hands,
o make use of the tine. "

Some others placed their precins gifts
Withix anothers care,
Because they knew the eraft took tine—
Ard tine they codl not spare,

But you were ot content to trust
This task to other handt.
Jou sought to teach youwrself the oraft
That such a task domandss,

For, you sail, o ather hand
Car oraft thi gem o fui;
/f(} /wr}y eyes can beller see
The treasure hidden there, "

8o carefully you ohpped away
T brithiance gprang from store,

Jou shaped each facet, smosthed each face,
Wntid the task was done,

Some days you feared that o woulll fa/f

Some days, you saw swscess,
But sttt 'you labored o with bve
Ard gentte tenderness,

Thus, soon the gem te gave to pou
Rofected Ljpht subline; Fud then you knew wo other task
Was better worth youwr tine,
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By Anetla Harper

1o gave this gift with gentle hands,
A treaswre rich and rare;
But sand and rock and ragged stone
Obseared the gen so fair

7 give this gift to you, " the said]
T pollsh and to prine;
The future los withix yowr hands,
$o make use of the tine, ”

Some otthers ptaced their precins gifts
Within another- care,
Because they kuow the craft took tine—
A tine they cod not gpare.

But you were xot content to trust
This task o other hands,
You sought to teach yourself the craft
That such a task domands,

For, you sail] o other hard
Car oraft this gem o fuie;
My bovig eyes can better see
The treasure hilden there, "

3 ool ey
Ti# brithiance sprang from store,
You shaped eackh facet, smonthed eackh face,
Ut the task was dore.

Some days you foared that you wold fort:
Some days, you saw success,
But stitl you lubored ox with lyve
Ard gentte tenderress,

7 é«,s; soon the gen # gave 17 Gou

/@f/&ota/ //}éi sublline; Ard then Jou Knew 1o other task
Was better worth Gowr Tie,
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eo0— e gave this ¢ift with gentle hands,

A treasure rich and rave;
PBaut sand and rock and rugged stone
( Obscured the gem so fair,
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'T give this gift to you," He said,
"To polish and to prime;
The future lies within your hands,
So make use of the time."

Some others placed their precious gifts
Within another's core,
Because they knew the craft took time—
And time they could not spare.

But you were not content to trust
This task to other hands.
You sousht to teach yourself the cralt
That such 2 task demands.

For, you s9id, '"No other hand
Gan craft this gem so fair;
My loving, eyes can better see
The tressure hidden there.!

So cavefully you chipped away
Till brilliance sprang from stone.
You shaped each facet, smoothed each face,
Until the task was done.

Some days you feared that you would $ail;
Some days, you saw success.
But still you labored on with love
And gentle tenderness.

Thus, seon the dem He dave to you
Beflected Light sublime;
And then you knew no other task
Was better worth your time.




To a Homeschool Mom
By Amelia Harper

He gave this gift with gentle hands,
A treasure rich and rare;
But sand and rock and rugged stone

Obscured the gem so fair.

'T give this gift to you," He said,
"To polish and to prime;
The future lies within your hands,

So make use of the time."

Some others placed their precious gifts
Within another's care,
Because they knew the craft took time—

And time they could not spare.

But you were not content to trust
This task to other hands.
You sought to teach yourself the craft
That such a task demands.

For, you said, "No other hand
Can craft this gem so fair;
My loving eyes can better see
The treasure hidden there."

So carefully you chipped away
Till brilliance sprang from stone.
You shaped each facet, smoothed each face,
Until the task was done.

Some days you feared that you would fail;
Some days, you saw success.
But still you labored on with love

And gentle tenderness.

Thus, soon the gem He gave to you
Reflected Light sublime; And then you knew no other

task Was better worth your time.
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